Articles

1. Countable nouns:







	Article/ number
	Singular
	
	Article/ number
	Plural

	a / one book
	the book
	
	Ø / the / two / three…
	books

	an / one egg
	the egg
	
	Ø / the / two / three…
	eggs

	a / one university
	the  university
	
	Ø / the / two / three…
	universities


2. Uncountable nouns:

	Article
	Article
	Uncountable nouns

	Ø 
	the
	Water / money


3. Indefinite article: a / an

· in front of singular countable nouns when it doesn't matter which particular person or thing we are talking about, often when we mention this person/thing as an example of a group/ category: We've bought a new car. (it's not important which)

· when we mention something for the first time: I saw a girl walking down the street. She was wearing a red hat. I went to an exhibition yesterday.

· we use a/an with expressions about amount and frequency: a lot/a bit/a piece (of), twice a day, three times a week, 60km an hour

· other fixed expressions with a/an: have a bath/shower, have a rest, have a drink, have a look(at), make a mistake, make a speech, make a phone call, take a message

4. Definite article: the

· when the other person knows who/what we are talking about and can easily identify this person or thing: The car is dirty. (the other person knows which car is dirty) Open the door! (there is only one door in the room) The teacher told us to wait for her. (we all know which teacher this is) 

· with things which are unique: The sun was shining all day. What is the capital of Argentina? 

· with a singular noun to talk about the whole category, species or a type or concept of machine, animal, etc: The computer is the most important invention of the twentieth century. The whale is the biggest mammal. 
Compare the sentences: 

You have to feed the cat when I'm away. (We are talking about one specific cat.) 

I think the cat is the most independent domestic animal. (We are talking about the species called 'cat.) 

·  with an adjective to talk about groups of people who are all characterised by one feature (the poor, the rich, the disabled, 
the unemployed, the dead). The verb is always plural: The homeless are helped by charity organisations. The young often rebel against the old. During the economic crisis charity organisations helped the unemployed. 

· Fixed expressions with the: at the station, to the cinema, play the piano, in the evening/morning 

5. the in geographical names 

· We use the in front of the names of: 

rivers - the Nile, the Amazon, the Rio Grande 

seas and oceans - the Baltic Sea, the Atlantic, The Dead Sea 
mountain ranges - the Rocky Mountains, the Andes, the Alps 
groups of islands - the Bahamas, the Shetlands, the Canary Islands 

· We don't use the in front of the names of: 

continents - Africa, Europe, Australia 

countries - France, Turkey BUT: the Netherlands, the Philippines (plural names), the United States, the Czech Republic (names that include a common noun) 

towns - Budapest, New York, Salt Lake City (BUT: the Hague) 

languages - Spanish, Czech, Polish 

names of airports, stations, streets - Heathrow Airport, Victoria Station, Oxford Street 

lakes - Lake Victoria, Lake Eire 

single mountains - Mont Blanc, Mount McKinley 
single islands - Majorca, Sicily 

6. No article 

· We don't use an article in front of plural and uncountable nouns when we refer to people or things in general: Do you like coffee? I hate snakes. Dogs are the best pets. 

· Fixed expressions without articles: at home/school, go to bed/work, have breakfast/lunch/dinner, go by bus/car/plane, in hospital 

Quantifiers
1. some/any/no; much/many/a lot of; a little/a few.

	
	Affirmative
	Negative
	Questions

	Countable nouns
	Sing.
	a/an
	
	

	
	Pl.
	some/no

a lot of

a few
	any

many
	any/some

many

	Uncountable nouns


	some/no

a lot of

a little
	any

much
	any/some

much


=> a few/a little = nekoliko (positive meaning)

     few/little = malo (negative meaning)
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