Adjectives
1. Word formation

· Adjectives describe nouns and are the same in singular and plural. They are close friends. (What kind of friends? Close.) They can be factual (small, round, yellow etc) or opinion (awful, ugly etc). 

Note that after appear, be, become, get, feel, look, seem, smell, sound, stay, taste we use adjectives, not adverbs. It tastes awful. (not: awfully) 

· Most common adjectives (long, late etc) do not have a particular ending. However, there are certain common endings for adjectives which are formed from nouns and verbs. These are: 


-able 
fashionable 
-ent 
persistent 
-lcal 
mechanical 
-like 
woman-like 


-ai 
magical 
-esque   
picturesque 
-ious 
rebellious 
-Iy 

deathly 


-ant 
hesitant 
-ful 
successful 
-ish 
stylish 
-ory 
sensory 


-ar 
spectacular 
-lan 
Iranian 
-lst 
racist 
-ous 
humorous 


-ary 
disciplinary 
-ible 
terrible 
-ive 
selective 
-some  
bothersome 


-ate 
considerate 
-lc 
melodic 
-less 
faultless 
-y 

sandy 


-ial 
artificial 

· The most common prefixes used with adjectives are: 

a 
asexual 

ab 
abnormal 

anti 
antisocial 

dis
disinterested 

hyper  hyperactive 

II 
illegible 
im 
immoral 

in 
inactive
ir 
irresponsible
mal 
maladjusted
non 
non-existent
over 
overweight
pre 
prearranged 

pro 
pro-war 

sub 
sub-zero 

super 
superhuman 

un 

unavailable 

under 
understaffed 

· Compound adjectives are formed with: 

1 present participles. a long-playing record, a fee-paying student 

2 past participles. cut-off jeans, undercooked meat, a rolled-up carpet 

3 cardinal numbers + nouns. a three-year contract, a ten-minute journey, a two-week course 

4 prefixes and suffixes. a modern-day costume, an open-ended discussion 

5 well, badly, ill, poorly + past participle. a poorly-kept garden, a well-timed joke, a badly-furnished room 

2. Comparison of adjectives

One-two syllable adjectives are called short and two or more syllable adjectives long. There is also the group of irregular adjectives. These have particular comparison.

	
	positive
	comparative
	superlative

	Short adjectives
	big

warm

busy

noisy
	bigger
warmer
busier
noisier
	the biggest
the warmest

the busiest

the noisiest

	Long adjectives
	spacious
beautiful
interesting
crowded
	more/less spacious

more/less beautiful

more/less interesting

more/less crowded
	the most/least spacious

the most/least beautiful

the most/least interesting

the most/least crowded

	Irregular adjectives
	good

bad
	better

worse
	the best

the worst


=> other comparison patterns (‘Comparison of Equality’)= better than, as good as, not as warm as, not hot enough, too busy 

=> modifiers and comparatives= much better;  a bit bigger; even more beautiful; slightly more /less crowded
3. Participial adjectives: –ed/-ing
-ed adjectives describe how people feel:
 I’m  interested in..., We were bored..., He was shocked ...
-ing adjectives describe a situation, person or thing:
 an interesting life, a boring weekend, shocking news
4. Possessive adjectives: my hat, your bike, his coat, her dress, its leg, our car, your house, their children

5. Demonstrative adjectives: this house, that field, these people, those children
6. Quantitative adjectives: much rice, little rice, no rice, some rice, any rice, enough rice, sufficient rice, all the rice
7. The order of adjectives
	
	Opinion

adjectives
	Fact adjectives
	+ noun

	
	
	size
	age
	shape
	colour
	participle forms
	origin
	material
	type
	purpose
	

	It’s a 
	beautiful
	big
	old
	round
	brown
	(broken)
	Italian
	oak 
	(domestic)
	dining
	table.
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